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AUDRA MCDONALD, SIX-TIME TONY-WINNING VOCALIST AND ACTRESS, TO PERFORM 

AT IU AUDITORIUM, LEAD STUDENT MASTERCLASSES. 

 

 

WHAT: Audra McDonald 

WHEN: Tuesday, April 7, 8 p.m. 

WHERE: IU Auditorium 

TICKETS: $25-45 for IU Bloomington students with a valid ID and $35-$55 for general public, on sale 

Tuesday, March 10, 10 a.m. Individual tickets may be purchased online at IUauditorium.com, in person at 

the IU Auditorium Box Office, as well as through Ticketmaster.com, all Ticketmaster outlets, or charge by 

phone at 800-745-3000. The IU Auditorium Box Office is open Monday through Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.   

 

FOR RELEASE 03/05/2015 

 

BLOOMINGTON, Ind. – Celebrated vocalist and actress Audra McDonald will perform at IU Auditorium 

on Tuesday, April 7, at 8 p.m. In addition to her appearance at the Auditorium, Ms. McDonald will be 

engaging students in a series of educational activities. Audra McDonald is presented by the IU 

Department of Theatre, Drama, and Contemporary Dance in partnership with IU Auditorium. 

 

“We are thrilled to have Audra McDonald at IU and working in our Department,” said Jonathan 

Michaelsen, Chair of the Department of Theatre, Drama, and Contemporary Dance. “Audra is one of the 

finest performers of our age, with a versatility that is almost unparalleled. Besides performing at the IU 

Auditorium, she will teach a masterclass for our students, providing them the extraordinary opportunity to 

work with this outstanding professional.” 

 

Audra McDonald is unparalleled in the breadth and versatility of her artistry, as both a singer and an 

actress. With a record six Tony Awards, two Grammy Awards, and a long list of other accolades to her 

name, she is among today’s most highly regarded performers. Blessed with a luminous soprano and an 



 
 
 

incomparable gift for dramatic truth-telling, she is equally at home on Broadway and opera stages as she 

is in roles on film and television. In addition to her theatrical work, she maintains a major career as a 

concert and recording artist, regularly appearing on the great stages of the world. 

 

“We are deeply honored to host Audra McDonald during her stay in Bloomington,” said IU Auditorium 

Director Doug Booher. “She is one of the greatest vocalists of our time, an enrapturing performer, and an 

artist without equal—effortlessly able to float between the worlds of classical, jazz, Broadway, and 

contemporary music. Having her grace our stage is a truly special opportunity for IU and the Bloomington 

community.”  

 

McDonald won her first Tony Award for her performance in Carousel at Lincoln Center Theater only a 

year after graduating from The Julliard School. She received two additional Tony Awards over the next 

four years for her Broadway performances in Terrence McNally’s Master Class and Ragtime, earning her 

an unprecedented three Tony Awards before the age of 30. In 2004 she won her fourth Tony for A Raisin 

in the Sun, in 2012 she won her fifth for her role in Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess, and in 2014 she made 

Broadway history and became the Tony Awards’ most decorated performer when she won her sixth 

award for her portrayal of Billie Holiday in Lady Day at Emerson’s Bar & Grill. 

 

McDonald made her opera debut in 2006 at Houston Grand Opera, where she starred in a double bill: 

Poulenc’s monodrama La Voix Humaine and the world premiere of its companion piece, Send. She made 

her Los Angeles Opera debut in 2007 starring alongside Patti LuPone in Kurt Weill’s Rise and Fall of the 

City of Mahagonny, from which the resulting recording won McDonald two Grammy Awards, for Best 

Opera Recording and Best Classical Album. 

 

A familiar face to television audiences, McDonald received her first Emmy nomination for the HBO film 

version of the Pulitzer Prize-winning play Wit, and has also starred in the 1999 remake of Annie, NBC’s 

Law and Order: SVU, Mister Sterling, The Bedford Diaries, and Kidnapped, Private Practice, NBC’s live 

telecast of The Sound of Music. On PBS, McDonald has headlined dozens of telecasts including Stephen 

Sondheim’s Passion, a Rodgers and Hammerstein tribute concert titled Something Wonderful, and five 

galas with the New York Philharmonic. She was also featured in the PBS television special, A Broadway 

Celebration: In Performance at the White House, singing at the request of the President and First Lady. 

 

McDonald’s additional accolades include five Drama Desk Awards, five Outer Critics Circle Awards, four 

NAACP Image Awards nominations, an Ovation Award, a Theatre World Award, and the Drama League’s 

2000 Distinguished Achievement in Musical Theatre and 2012 Distinguished Performance Award—just to 

name a few.  



 
 
 

For more information on Ms. McDonald’s performance and the IU Auditorium’s 2014–2015 season, visit 

IUauditorium.com. The website features video clips and a selection of songs from this season's 

performances, in addition to a direct link to the IU Auditorium Facebook and Twitter pages, whose 

members receive exclusive benefits throughout the year. 
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