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IU ALUM DENNIS JAMES TO PROVIDE LIVE ACCOMPANIMENT TO THE SILENT FILM 

THE HANDS OF ORLAC FOR DENNIS JAMES HOSTS HALLOWEEN AT IU AUDITORIUM 

OCTOBER 25. 

 

WHAT: Dennis James 

WHEN: Saturday, October 25, 7:30 p.m. 

WHERE: IU Auditorium 

TICKETS: $8-$16 for IU Bloomington students with a valid ID and $16-$21 for general public, on sale 

now. Individual tickets may be purchased online at IUauditorium.com, in person at the IU Auditorium Box 

Office, as well as through Ticketmaster.com, all Ticketmaster outlets, or charge by phone at 800-745-

3000. The IU Auditorium Box Office is open Monday through Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.   

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

BLOOMINGTON, Ind. – World-renowned organist and IU alumnus Dennis James will return to IU to 

perform his signature live accompaniment to the playfully spooky 1924 silent film The Hands of Orlac on 

Saturday, October 25 at 7:30 p.m. 

 

The kitsch of silent film combines with the clamor of spooky sounds in this IU Auditorium Halloween-

themed event. A unique and family-friendly theatrical experience, James’s annual performance has 

become an IU and Bloomington tradition. 

 

Dennis James has built his reputation as the most acclaimed film accompanist—using musical 

instruments and electronic sound effects to enhance the thrill of silent films. His dynamic music becomes 

the centerpiece of every screening, for which he has received numerous standing ovations. James has 

become known locally for his multiple Halloween seasons at IU where he has displayed his one-of-a-kind 

musical mastery and on-stage charm. 



 
 
 

The Hands of Orlac, based on the novel by Maurice Renard and directed by Robert Wiene, follows the 

tale of a famous concert pianist whose hands are mutilated in a train wreck. The supervising surgeon 

decides to amputate Orlac’s ruined hands and replace them with the hands of a recently executed 

murderer. Once the pianist recovers and realizes that his hands are those of a killer, he becomes too 

distraught to resume his career and begins to question his sanity—asking why his hands seem to have a 

life of their own. 

 

In addition to James’ performance, B97 will once again be hosting their annual costume contest 

preceding the event. Patrons are encouraged to don their favorite costume and head onto the stage for 

the chance to win prizes. James will also be leading a pre-performance Q & A session where he will 

answer questions and delve into the history of The Hands of Orlac. This event will be held next-door to 

the Auditorium in the Henry Radford Hope School of Fine Arts Building Room 015 at 6:30 p.m. and is free 

and open to the public 

 

“There’s a good reason why Dennis James Hosts Halloween is a favorite year after year,” said IU 

Auditorium Director Doug Booher. “This family-friendly event is a fun and unique experience that all 

audiences can enjoy. It is always campy, exciting, playfully spooky, and the perfect addition to everyone’s 

Halloween.” 

 

For more information on Dennis James Hosts Halloween and the rest of the 2014–2015 season, visit 

IUauditorium.com. The website features video clips and a selection of songs from this season’s 

performances, in addition to a direct link to the IU Auditorium Facebook and Twitter pages, whose 

members receive exclusive benefits throughout the year. 

 

Dennis James Hosts Halloween is sponsored by the Indiana Memorial Union and Campus Tutoring 

Service. IU Auditorium’s 2014–2015 season is presented by Curry Auto Center, B97 Radio, The Herald-

Times, and Cook Medical. 
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